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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


Swami Vivekananda has said, “The history of the world is the history 
of a few men who had faith in themselves.’ The lives of such great 
men are a storehouse of moral and social values. Our objective is to 
expose the children of Mother India to such personalities who were 
able to manifest their inner divinity by upholding the eternal values 


in their exemplary lives. 


Swami Vivekananda awakened the “sleeping soul” of India. A number 
of great national leaders have led their lives after the ideal of Swamiji 
and have served God and the country at the same time. Therefore 
it is essential that the children, in order to carry on the mantle of 
greatness, study such lives who have worked for making India great. 
As each one came from a different background, reading their lives 
will instil in the children, who also come from different backgrounds, 
a fuller idea on how to develop their own personalities in the light of 


such torch-bearers of our nation. 


To help them achieve their ideal, we are bringing out a few 
booklets on the lives of such great Indians. This book on 
Mahatma Gandhi forms a part of that series. We hope that this will 
encourage the young Indians to cherish those noble aspirations 
and move towards their own perfection and work selflessly for the 
common welfare. The book is now made available at a subsidised 


price. 
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- Swami Vivekananda 


Mohandas Karamchand | 
Gandhi is the most famous 
Indian of the 20th century. 
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He was an honest and a 
very strict, upright man. 


His wife Putlibai was an 
extremely religious person. 
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To these parents a son was He was their youngest 


bo son. He was called 
Mohandas. 


In his childhood Mohan was very timid. 


| It was a very dark night and Mohan was SZ Think of Rama and no 
frightened. Rambha,their old maidservant, に ghost will dare come near 
was standing by the door. you. No one will touch a 
ニー p hair of your head. Rama 
What's the ョ ーー will protect you. 
g matter, son? 


See how dark it is! 
lm afraid of ghosts! 


From that day, Mohan was P- af He believed that as long as Rama was 
never lonely or afraid. , with him, he was safe from the danger. 


He studied in a school at Rajkot. D : He was not bright at studies, 
| | 8 but was very fond of reading. 
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Once he read the 
story of Shravana. 


rve my parents like 
Shravana. 
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truth and be ever 
truthful and hone 


| will never swerve 
from the path of 
t1 like Harishchandra 
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who lost his kingdom and 
suffered much for truth. 


he dictated five English 
ords to the boys 
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Once, the Inspector 
of schools came to 
visit his school 


ej 
il 
で 
= 
cs 
A es 
Oo 
1 = 
p 
5 
で 
mc 
D) 
ك‎ 
X 
سي‎ 
0 
= 
00 
Nam 
— 
Ol 
c» 
~~ 1 
O 


Mohan was so deeply moved by Lz 


this play that he was in tears. 
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Once, Mohan saw a play d 


Mohan could not spell one of Pla, 3 | ae ` Copy that word from 
the words, ‘Kettle’ correctly. Rar e ~ your neighbour’s slate. 


But Mohan didn't. The result was that all the students except 
did not like to cheat. Mohan spelt all the words correctly. 


You are a fool. — Couldn’t you even 
| told you to copy do that correctly? 
from your neighbour. 
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But deep inside him he knew that 


what he had done was right. 
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As was the custom in those days, when he 
was about 13-14 years old, he got married. 


Mohan felt wounded. 
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> L3 : Yes, you are right. We will eat [X 
If we become ^ [Ld meat and drive them away. 
we will be able to drive them out. | 
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But everybody in Mohan's house was strictly 
vegetarian, so he tried meat-eating outside. 
He did not want to deceive his parents, 


| won't lie to my parents. 
| will take no more meat. 


He wrote down a confession of his crime The father read the letter and 


on a piece of paper and put it in the without utterin 
a word, t 
hands of his father who was then sick. the paper ha deep ane e 
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After he passed his Matriculation examination, 
his eldest brother decided to send him to 
England to become a barrister, 


Mohan, take a vow not to eat t^ mA 
meat, not to drink and not to NSE 
live an immoral life in England. p E 
Yes, mother! | am 
taking this vow. | will 
do as you Say. 


apn ny umm =R 
لتم راسد‎ ve 


and was trained as a barrister 
at the Inner Temple. 


There 
law and jurisprudence 
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Life was entirely different in England. The style of 


: - he did not break his promise to his 
dressing, eating habits, everything was all new to him. 


mother, and was frequently left hungry. 


In spite of lty 
in finding proper vegetarian food 


| Many attempts were made to make 
Gandhi accept Christianity as his religion. |- 
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and successfully 
passed his Bar 
examination. 


He returned to India in 1891, after Eagerly he looked forward to meet his 
e completion of his mother, and give her the good news. 
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But he was very disappointed. | | He set up his practice 
For while he was away in | | as a lawyer in Rajkot. 
England, his mother had ーー 

| passed away. 


As he did not get much work 
there, he came to Bombay. 


Finally, he got one case. He prepared well for it, but he was 
unable to present it satisfactorily in court. Disappointed, he 
felt he would never become a successful lawyer. 


Even in Bombay he did not get any cases. 


What am | going to do? 
| just wasted my brother’s 
money to become a barrister! 


Just at that time his elder brother 
managed to get him a case. 


He was asked to represent Mr. Abdulla, a 3 ーーー 
a rich businessman in South Africa. トー BE 
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He left his 
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Mohan landed at Durban in May 1893. His employer 

Dada Abdulla, one of the wealthiest Indian merchants ーー」 

in Natal, took him to see the Durban court. : 
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1 | When the European magistrate 
ordered Gandhi to take 
off his turban, he refused. 


He left the court-room and wrote a letter 
of protest in the local press. He signed 
the letter as “an unwelcome visitor’. 
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He was treated very badly by the British people. | 


Wherever he went, he had to face One day, when he was travelling from Durban 
insults and rudeness. At times, he to Pretoria in the first class compartment of a 
was even physically beaten. ya | train, a British man boarded the com 
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Guard, what is this non-white | لمم‎ 
man doing here? Take this coolie 
out and put him in a lower class! 


Hello, you have to get 
out of the compartment. 


Finally the police were called They pushed him out of the 
| have a first compartment and threw his lug 
class ticket. | FPP ine 7] pw 
refuse to do so. 


gage out of the window 


Gandhi had to spend 5 
the whole night on He realized that to fight against injustice it was vital Fd 
the platform. for the people to have unity among themselves. 


He thought of the novel Satyagraha means we have to follow the truth 
idea of 'Satyagraha'. : and a non-violent protest against injustice. 


He became a champion of Gandhi's wrist watch was 
"| the masses in South Africa. | 2 a metre regulating his life. 
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WAY} One morning his twelve-year old son Manilal heard 


ather, what are you doing E VA Abhi pp 


- mumbling to yo If? 
Sen it —] from the Gita. 


e, his grandson Kantilal made a slight 


After spending nineteen | 


years in South Africa, 
he returned to India. 


Don't keep a watch unless 
you have a sense of time. 


A hero’s welcome awaited at the Apollo Bunder in Bombay. 
Gandhi when he landed on p 


January 9, 1915, . Bl ee 
لس‎ | Gandhijiki 


| jai! Jai, 
لا‎ | | Gandhiji ki jai! fem 
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with the people of India in 
showering honours on Gandhi. He received a 'Kaiser-I-Hind' 
gold medal in the King's birthday honours list of 1915. 


because he had made up his mind to fight for the freedom of India. 
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He decided that he would not miss 
a single opportunity that would 
help him in serving his country. 


He toured the whole of India, and brought an awakening 
in the people living in villages and towns. 
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In the beginning of his tour, 
he went to meet the great 
poet Rabindranath Tagore. 


Tagore made a gesture 
inviting Gandhi to sit 
beside him on the sofa. 


They met many times after that. They used 
to discuss food and diet among other things. 


Gandhi heard that | RR 
the British planters in > 


Champaran in north 
India treated the 
local workers most 
cruelly. 


Gandhi went to Champaran to do something 
for them. He was unable to bear their troubles. 
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and 


‘Champaran Satyagraha’. 


This satyagraha came to be known 


as the 
Gandhiji selected a site near the banks |. 


of the Sabarmati River in Gujarat 
established his Ashram there. 
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Ultimately the British had to bow 
down to his honest struggle. 


There was a spinning and weaving Everyone in the ashram 
cleaned his own plates and 


washed his own clothes. 
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Then from the folds of her sari she took 


| | out a copper coin and placed it at his feet. 
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collecting funds for the freedom movement. 
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to the place where Gandhiji was sitting. 


/ hee In Orissa, a poor old woman fought her way 


He picked up the cause of the 
Going up to Gandhiji she touched his fe 


Harijans who were treated 
most inhumanly and unjustly 


all over the country. 


If a man has several lakhs and 
he gives away a thousand or 
two, it doesn't mean much. 


But this coin was perhaps all that 
the poor woman possessed. 


That was very generous of her. 
What a great sacrifice she made. 


| Why don't you wear 
A a kurta, Gandhiji? 


My mother sews 
well. lIl ask her to 
sew a Kurta for you. 


How many Kurtas can シシ & How many do you need? 
your mother make? 1 f One, two, three.... she'll 
7 7 make as many as you want. 
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Gandhiji was right. After all, the whole 


nation was Gandhiji’s family. What use 
would one kurta be to him? 


| have forty crore brothers and 
sisters. Till every one of them 
Nas a kurta, how can | wear 
one? Tell me, can your mother 
make kurtas for all of them? 
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| What's the matter? | 
What are you 
looking for? 


Oo EE me ーーー 
يه ".عدي‎ OS で っ し こっ 5 


Gandhiji wasting time and 


Kaka Saheb was upset to see : He took out his pencil and offered it to him. ノン 
worrying about a little pencil. ۰ ; 


No, no, | want my own little That little pencil is 
pencil. You don't understand. very precious to me. 
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He gave it with so much love and p 
affection. | cannot bear to lose it. 


Natesan's little son gave P= 
it to me in Madras. | 


ーー — v. 
Kaka Saheb didn't argue any more. * aj LY | | At last they found it - a tiny 
He joined Gandhiji in the search. u V し piece, barely two inches long. 


But Gandhiji was delighted | 
to get it back. To him itwas| 
no ordinary pencil. It was 

the token of a child's love 


Gandhiji became the leader of the Freedom 
Movement. Under his guidance, the people 
we 


Gandhiji advised and encouraged the 
people to use Indian goods and use 

Khadi. He himself wore Khadi clothes, 
and would sit to spin on his Charkha. 


People stopped buying British made goods. | a 
Instead, they lit bonfires of these goods. 
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On his way back, Gandhi got in 

asked his hostess Muriel Lester about the woolly 

animals, coloured candles and chalk drawings the 

the British children had presented him. 
ーー 


The British respected Gandhi as a 
great man and invited him to attend the 
Round Table Conference in London to 

discuss the problems of India. 


5 
y are the 
only things | am taking back to 


India, except what | came with. | - 
that 


Finally, on 
15th August 
1947, India 
attained 
freedom. 


It was during this period that 
Hindu-Muslim riots took . 
place all over the country. 
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Although Gandhiji strived so hard for unity, there 
were some people who did not understand him. 


But India was 
divided into India 
and Pakistan. 


| Gandhiji put his life in danger, pleaded 
with the people and made constant 
j effort 


On 30th January 1948, in Delhi, Gandhiji 
set out to attend a prayer meeting. 


Gandhi folded his 
hands and greeted 
his audience 

with a namaskar. 


Ah BAR Im | NR : ا‎ ١ His last 5 
There he was shot dead by an attacker. A T A AIN were “Hey Ram”. 


The news shocked everyone. Not only India, but the i (UR | | Gandhiji was a real Mahatma, 
whole world mourned the death of the great man. MI |... || who dedicated his entire life to the 


A a e ER موسر‎ ol | service of humanity, 


and taught the importance of truth, brotherhood, 
peace, non-violence, equality and simplicity. 
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I have gone through his [Vivekananda's] works 
thoroughly, and after having gone through them, 
the love that I had for my country became a 


THOUSAND FOLD. 
-Mahatma Gandhi 


OTHER NATIONAL LEADERS 


Sri Aurobindo 


Be Good & Do Good | | Be Good & Do Good | A wed a 


VIVEKANANDA INSTITUTE OF SIE 
HUMAN EXCELLENCE 
Ramakrishna Math, Hyderabad - 500 029 


Email: publication@rkmath.org 
978938685704 
Mahatma Gandhi ب‎ 2 5/ 


zi 


